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Introduction

The period of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia
is one of the significant periods of our modern country,
and an understanding of this point is very important.
In the short period of the existence of the Republic,
the most important issue was security, and the greatest
efforts were focused on providing security and protec-
tion for the country. And that depended on the creation
of professional armed forces. The formation of strong
armed forces was disrupted by multiple factors which,
according to archive documentation, indicated that the
significant issue was the lack of armaments, which cre-
ated an unfavorable environment for the deployment of
not only all our mobilization resources, but even as lit-
tle as half of them. In the discourse of memoir literature
and public opinion, it has often been claimed that the
political leaders of the First Republic were unable to
deploy a large quantity of weaponry, which was kept in
the Caucasian armouries of the Russian Empire. But the
archive documents show a different view, one which
represents a key aspect in understanding this issue and
in dismantling mistaken and clichéd notions. The ex-
isting protected documents in the Georgian National
Archive allow us to identify and analyze the type of
armaments which were maintained by the armed forc-
es of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia, and the
conditions of their deployment in a combat environ-
ment.
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Jotoraemo 36300l Jggomo Baboemgdal 0brogamsmmmn
dgootacgds, Gmdgmn Gbmo 6doolb babymdgdowsb
ok, ogm 1891 Bemals 60d¢dals ,,8mbnbol* 7.62 33-0s60
390dM0b badbobasbn dodbsbs. 0dbsbsw ol gom-g&im
b3 3gMgbm NMEMOE 00ZgmMgdmEs. JoMorgmn 5Mdonls
0bogomermm® Labfme bLadmamgdgdda d306g Mom-
©96mdom nym bbgesbbzgs J3g9balb bamdmgdobs s 3o-
030l dodbobgd0 s 3oMadabgda: gMebammo ,emgdg-
ol bbgoobbgs dmmnggngas0s, BMbammo ,amobo,
rbamo ,696Msebs", d3g0(39M0mmn 398900, nsdm-
B0 ,0M0bs30%, 889Mngmmo 3-bsbasbo ,306RgLEgMg-
d0%, agfdsbmo ,350dgmMn”, mbdsmnGo sGdnobamgals
3omggmo bmgemom mdob EMmb Bafmodgmemo ,356emo-
bgab®, ,368-09Maqbbmbalb® ©s ,30dm@n-3otBnbal”
d5db567980L  bbgasabbgs dmengznzs30s. MBa3gMmSc-
300 39b3mmgbaemn agm 1895 Bemals 7.62 33 3oemndtnls
93Me396M0 653060, sbggg dgmaonmo Mgzmemggo
»OmEman”. 3ab@mmag@gda: 1908 Bemols ,30M8dgeme-
30", 1911 Bemob ,,3mem@0” s 7.63 83 3omodol dog-
B0, Imgmo — 96. a3 dggbgds BY3008536J39390b,
Jomormeo 530 dofMomsmaw dgnsmamgdamo oym 1910
Bemob 6033l Ebmemo ,854b0Bab” Bodalb abaabes
o 3oMggmo dbmgmom m3olb 3gMomwols dMn@ebammn
»90bob* &odal bgemal dbmdndo GYz00886d3939000.
aoMs 530bs, dgosfomade doggdl 3gmbos 330y
omEgbmdom ,3039Mbab", ,3mB3abobs" s ,gmEEB b
&930983M7d3939%0-
3ofggmo  Mgbdndemogol  dgostemgdmen  domgdl
rbmo 5G3nnbashb dofomswa gfam: 1900 s 1902
6 Bemols 6034930l 3-nydnsbo (76.2 33) Laggmg J3989b9-



»3mbaboL” F5dbabgdoms s 1895 Brab ,658560b* Mggmmggmnm Jgnatomgdamon
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Georgian military armed with the ,Mosin-Nagant” rifles and revolver Nagan 1895 model
in yard of Government Palace

Rifles, Machineguns
and Artillery

The rifle in the Russian Army’s armouries, the model 3-/ine
7.62 Cal Mosin—-Nagant, was the individual weapon of the
infantry component of the Georgian Army in 1891. The
Mosin-Nagant was considered one of the most effective
rifles at the time. The Georgian Army had insufficient indi-
vidual firearms, and they were different types of rifles and
calibres, manufactured by different countires, including
multiple modifications of the French Lebe/, French Cras,
Russian Berdan, Swiss Vetterlj, Japanese Arisaka, Amer-
ican 3-line Winchester, German Mauser and Mannlicher
(which helped the Ottoman Army in World War One), Kra
Jurgensen and Peabody-Martini. In 1895, the Revolver Na- 7
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&y30288Md39300 3gas@amgdamo Jofaggero
d3g00mgd0 636006980bsb. JoGormmoa s63nnb
J3900m0 Bsbormgdals 0bognsmm® dgasmamgdsl
BomImomagbos 1891 Bemalb 603430l ,dmbbab”
7.62 83 3ormadMab bodbabasba Fodbobe.

Georgian infantry troops armed with Mosi-Nagant
rifles and a Lewis light machine gun in training. The
individual weapon of the Georgian Army was the
1891 model of the Mosine-Nagant

3 line rifle 7.62 cal.

30, 1904 ©s 1909 Bemols 60ddals 3-c0nyd0sbo (76.2 33)
Ladom  J3q3gbgda, 1904, 1905 s 1909 Bemals Gadey-
3ol 48-bobosbo (122 38) 3smda(3gd0, 45-bobasbo (114
33) dM0@sbmmo 3omdozgdo. o8 basMBomgmom badas-
mgdsms  3oemndtn 76.2-sb 122 33-30g 3gMygmdws,
baggmyg d39896930L LEMEEL Bsbdagmn 7.5-8.5 30emm-
39BMb ombgzs, bmemm bsdomm dggdgbgdol — 4.1-8.4
30m3gBML. 3530 (39mgdaemn dmbobdmgdals Labobose-
dgamE, momgdmb Jooyym smdosl 39d33000MgmMdoom
odamo dgosmomgds afhs, Lastdozm ©m313g6@9-
3000 LB YMEYdS, MMI MY 30EJdemMdol dgMome-
do dgnatomgdaman  domado  goboznes  dodbabgdal,
LasMGomgom  ©abaasmgdol,  Gyznadumdzgzgol,
3506980bs o LasMBnmgMom gnMzgdolb o bs3mg-
dmdab. Logdg ab oym, GM3 3oMmggmo dbmgmom mdal
393356006 BEMbGDg 1917 Bgmb oggadamo Gbg-
o0l 3®30nl M3gMa300bmgol Mmdomobobs s Jaoso-
Lob LabymdEsb Mnmgdal Bogmn dotogn gowsnbows
8 BOMBBL Losbenmggl. 1918 Bgmb sbygdemema mbds-



gant 7.62 Cal was designated for officers. Later in 1908,
the Belgian Revolver Bu/ldog, then in 1911 the Co/tand the
7.63 mm Mauser C96. The Georgian Army was primarily
equipped with a type of the 1910 model of the AMaxim Rus-
sian machinegun, and during World War One, also with
the British Zewi’s light machine gun. The Georgian Army
also lacked Vickers, Hotchkiss and Colt machine guns.

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic of
Georgia inherited the next models of cannons from the Rus-
sian Army, including the1900 and 1902 year models of the
3 inch field cannons (76.2 mm), the 1904 and 1905 year
models of the 3 inch mountain Cannons (76.2 mm), the
1904, 1905 and 1909 year models of the 48 /ine (122mm)
howitzers and the 45 /ine (114 mm) British howitzers. The
calibre of listed artillery installations varied from 76.2 to
122mm, and the range of field cannons was 7.5-8.5 kilo-
metres. In relation to the claim that there was a large quan-
tity of inherited arms, it should be pointed out that archive
records show that the Republic of Georgia, during the pe-
riod of independence, lacked rifles, artillery installations,
machine guns, ammunition and artillery mortars.



Jotoggma xomabgaEgdo 1910 Bemol 8mpgrab ,854b080b" sbanlb

©Y30999861J3930006; gomadtn — 7.62 33; Embs — 64.3 3a; LEMoBasLbHmms — 600
LEmms Bnodo; g89d&nco bEmmolb dsbdoema — 1.5 33; dsgbodsenyo bHmeol
8s6dnemo - 3.9 33.

Georgian soldiers with AMaxim machine guns of 1910: calibre — 7.62; weight — 64.3 kg;
rate of fire — 600 rounds per minute, effective firing range —1.5 km; maximum firing

range — 3.9 km.
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@60 5M300b LBGHIG0 s Bomdsdgdmon d98g30L dgo-
©93 BMa30dmbdn, 9HDgMMddn, yomblbs s Lbgs sgn-
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)M JgdL Ramgemmam bgmo. 33s30MHmma nsfarmnls
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d99m9a ©MLadmma SbaMonmo g0mafgds(3. Ybs o=
J3sb abog, Bm3  bademggmmb  ©sdm9 300gdmmdals
a58m(3boqds3my 39339b00b EMbmmo s80nl babymdg-
3003b BofMoggdmms 3Ms JbmemmE Jofoyyemo, sMedgm
bemdbmGo, Gmbamo, dgmdbmmo s Lbgs gMmzbamn



Jomnggma gotabzogdo ,emmabob® bmdado Gyznsdumdzgzgdoom. ,mmabab®
&Y309886d3930 gostomgdsdg Bnocmgb 1914 Bgmb, 3omadca — 7.62 33;

Bmbo — 11.8 3a; LEMoggobimms = 550 bmmes Bnmdo; gg3gd@&ama LHmEb
8s6doemo — 800 8@ M0; dsgbodaea@n Lmeol dsbdagmn — 3.2 33.

Georgian soldiers with Lewis machine guns: in 1914, they were adopted for military use.
Calibre — 7.62; weight — 11.8 kg, rate of fire — 550 rounds per minute; effective firing
range — 800 metres, maximum firing range — 3.2 km.

The issue was that in 1917, during World War One,
almost all the resources of the armouries of Thilisi and Ku-
taisi were deployed in the vicinity of the Caucasian Front
in order to support Russian Army operations. In 1918, af-
ter the initial, quick and successful attack of the Ottoman
Army, the armouries located in Trabzon, Erzerum, Karsi
and other areas fell into Turkish hands, while simultane-
ously after the revolution in Russia, the existing anarchy
assisted in dispersing weaponry. It should also be stated
that before the independence of the Republic of Georgia
from Russia, not only Georgian units were equipped, with
firearms from the armouries located in Caucasia, but also
Armenian, Russian, Greek and other national units, which
meant that on 26 May 1918, the Georgian Army did not
inherit as many firearms as was claimed. The lack of fire- 11
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Georgian Atrtillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 1909 mountain cannon.
The primary artillery composition of the Georgian Army consisted of these type of
cannons.The cannon maximum range of fire was 8.6 km.
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Gdmenm dabagol Bogmadmds w339 1918 Bemols bmd-
bgo-bogomggmmlb mddoz 0gmdbmdmes. domsgmmdals
1918 Bemob 20 ©09393860b bbom3dsdg 3afimsedgb@ ol
LA™ 3MInb0sd 5bndbs, HMI LadbgMm oboems
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dgbo; gobbogmmmgdom (3m@Bs agm dadbabol 30bbgdo,
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Bemob 3o0boborgal, o 4q963@sd0lb Mammbab, ggbgma
5engqbabomy bogotnadal, dmambgdgdl 39fMbdnbgdaom,
30B6980L Mnsbzo Lagomesis 1.8 dnmombdy Rsdm-
30005. 330l g3dm ®Mdomnbol sMbgbsrdn @snbygl gob-
Bgdal  3nbGsEmmo Babom a@gbzs. 30B6980L 330y



Joomnggmo oG nmg@ab@gda 1902 Bemols 60343l 76.2 3amndg@mosb Laggmg
J3989b93006 s ,35JL0dob” By3059x8M 393056

Georgian Atrtillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 1902 field cannon and

machine gun Maxim.

arms and ammunition was evident in the Georgian-Arme-
nian war, and in the government parliamentary session that
took place on 20 December 1918, the military committee
announced the lack of ammunition and declared that it was
necessary to take steps to rectify the matter. In particular
there was a small number of rifle rounds; the remaining
resource in storage approached 2.5 million rounds as of
February 1920. If we refer to the memoirs of Chief of Gen-
eral Staff General Aleksandre Zakaraidze, we discover that
the number of rounds was reduced to 1.8 million by May
1920. Because of this, the armoury located in Thilisi start-
ed manufacturing rounds. The lack of rounds was verified
by existing classified documents in the Central Historical
Archive. The military committee considered reports from
military units about the lack of ammunition, and decided it
was necessary to collect shell casings from the battle field

13



Jotoggmo sGBamgmabBgdo 3gbggbgdabsb

Artillerist of Georgian Army during the process of recovery.

14

0mMEgbmbals sabBMMgdl, b3y, (396@MdmEA Lanl-
GmMG0om  oMdogdo  (3Imo  ©MIM396Ggd0. 3gMdme,
badbgEOM  3mabos, ncZgamALbBAbgds Mo Ladbgmm
mbygdol  BomdmBaagbmol  gob(3bagdsl  3obbydal
653mgdmdals dgbobgd, dnofbggws, MM Lagatm oym
d6dmmal 39mbdg asbEmemoamo 3oDbgdol ImgMmzggds
o Jgbabgs. gb 3Mm(3gbo Bagmazngn GM3 ymeznemaym,
3™dnbosd dmambmgs dmdgMmggdgmamsmgol 36Mgdngdals
3603365, g9bgMam Dagafnadabagy (36mdao, bgm-69-
md go0bams 30b6gd0l sbymdol oo bMds s
1920 Bemob dgdga domn Moisbzo emgdn 30 000-bLL
ombggs. odze, Mmamm 1921 Bemab 13 0sbg6nbs
331dbgdgmn  36980L Ladbgm  3MBobool 3emgbyy-
dob Lbomdnl daboengdnsb Rsbl, 3oDbgdal Jombobs-
do Boymegzngmo dndamds o6 30dnboMgmdos, 35b6950
o6 3563MEd, MoEash gobMmeobsal dodbsbgddn ogg-
©90mEs. Jooyymo sMdonl dmobmgbgdl 3963 doomn
5mEqbmds 83d5ymx0emgdos.

Jotmggmagdol oo dgamdstn, 39335b0sdn dtn-
&obgool dacemgbo  3mBobamo menggf mmMmmao,



e o =2 Loz

Jomggma sG@omg@ob@gda 1902 Brol 60343ab 76.2 8ammndg@mnsb baggmg

J398969806. 439390l bLEHMEal 3s6dagmo 8.5 33-b smbgzws

Georgian Atrtillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the 1902 field cannon. The

cannon maximum range of fire was 8.5 km.

in order to effectively enable the manufacture of rounds.
The committee instituted an award system for the collec-
tion of shell casings.

Relying on General Zakaidze’s information, the man-
ufacture of rounds was steadily increased, and after 1920,
daily production approached 30.000 rounds per day.
However, on 13 January 1921, according to documentary
records of the sessions of the military committee, it was
announced that the rounds were ineffective and not fit for
purpose, for example they jammed in rifles after shooting.
Moreover, the quantity did not respond to the requirements
of the Georgian Army.

On 7 January 1920, the UK Chief Commissioner Ol-
iver Wardrop, a big friend to Georgia, reported to the UK
Foreign Office information that was received from a trusted
official of Georgia. In order to resist the Bolsheviks, Georgia
could call up 60,000 men, which could be increased to up
to 100,000. Moreover, 25,000 Russian manufactured rifles
were required, 50 million rounds (with a minimum of 12
million), 200 (minimum 60) machineguns, 44 artillery in-
stallations, 2000 mortars for each mountain artillery instal-

15



Georgian Artillerists along with the 76.2 mm model of the
1902 field cannon. Significant lack of artillery mortars in the
armed forces of First Democratic Republic of Georgia.
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agbom @ Rsdmbscmgamdn, oxy Mo LoMogdm-



LadbgEEMMS KNP0 ,b53560bs" @S L3 BgEAL® ZabGmmgBgdoms ©s bymymddstigdaom

A combat team armed with revolvers of Nagantand Mauserand a hand grenade.
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Military team with two AMaxim machine guns.
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»3mb0Bob” Fodbsbgdam gostamgdym LsdbgoGmms gamgo

A combat team armed with Mosin-Nagantrifles.

lation, and for the other artillery installations 1000 mortars,
totalling 56,000 mortars. It appears that Oliver Wardrop
was acquainted, through a high ranking Georgian official,
with the initial armament list that was vital for the Georgian
Army. Even this armament list did not respond to require-
ments. It was described and submitted in detailed cata-
logue form by the Georgian General Staff in 1920. This cat-
alogue set forth what was required to fulfill the first portion
of the Georgian Army, and to implement the mobilization
of 75,000 men. The Georgian Army needed: 60-75,000
rifles, 470 machine guns, 100-150 million rifle rounds,
25 million machine gun rounds, 126 multiple type, range
and caliber cannons with 342,500 mortars. In 1918-1921,
along with the recognition of the independence of Georgia,
the primary concern of Georgian diplomats was to acquire
weapons from western countries. However, only a small
quantity of weapons could be acquired in the spring and
summer of 1920, and in March1921, the country started
counting the remaining days of its independence.

19
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Georgian combatants in the background of armoured train. The railway station of Kutaisi.

Armoured Vehicles

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic Of
Georgia mostly had three types of armoured vehicles:
armoured trains, armoured cars and tanks. The most vi-
tal contribution from armoured vehicles came from the
troops of armoured trains, the most intrepid combat units
in the Republic. Armoured trains as combat assets were
deployed at the beginning of the 19" century, and similar
iron forts participated in the American Civil War (1861-
1865), the Franco-Prussian War (1870), as well as other
conflicts. Armoured trains were also effectively deployed
in the first half of the 20" century in combat situations.
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Armoured train of Georgian Army. The troops of armored trains consisted of four == £
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armored trains Repulican, Employer, Death of Victory, Strength of Liberty.
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The armoured train troops under the command of the legendary combatant Valodia Goguadze
(top). The troops included the following combatants: Brother Noe, Melenti and Alpes
Goguadze. Alpes was in charge of armored train N4.

Before World War One, the powerful countries all had
armoured trains in their armies. In 1914, four armoured
trains were constructed in the railway workshop of Thilisi
for the Russian Caucasian Army. The trains were com-
posed of the following: a semi-armoured locomotive, two
combat platforms, and an armoured carriage for the trans-
portation of military equipment. The trains were equipped
with two 76.2 cal mountain cannons of the 1904 model
(firing range 4-4.2 km), and 12 machine guns. There was
an embrasure on the wagon wall for shooting through,
and a command post was constructed on the locomotive
turret. The train’s military personnel consisted of 70-80
combatants. Two wagons were designated for the com-
battants’ living space. The armored trains were given the 25
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following names: Nel — Karsi; N2 — Aleksandropol, Ne3
— Nakhchevani and Ne4 — T7bilisi. Four of them were tak-
en on Peculiar Railway Brigade balance. The trains’ main
functions were to protect railways, to escort high-eche-
lon military personnel, and to participate in battle activ-
ity. After the dissolution of the Caucasian Front and the
declaration of independence of Georgia, troops from the
armoured train armored were enrolled into the armed
forces of Georgia. Subsequently, the trains’ names were
changed into Patriot-Revolution names: Ne1 — Republican,
Ne2 — Fmployee, Ne3 — Death or Victory and Ne4 — Strength
of Liberty. As is clear from archive documents, Georgia
intensified the military force of trains, increasing the num-
ber of artillery units from three to four, and machine guns
from 12 to between 14 and 25. Prior to the Russian-Geor-
gian War, a fifth armoured train was planned, but it was
never built. The armored train’s effectiveness was its ma-
neuvering, speed, heavy weapons and armored capabil-
ities. It’s ineffectiveness, on the other hand, was that its
operations were limited to railways.

The history of Georgian troops deploying armoured
trains in battle started before the independence of the Re-
public of Georgia. After the revolutions of February and
October, Russian units located on the Caucasian Front
had withdrawn in large numbers and returned to Russia.
This caused great concern to the local populations of Cau-
casia and the troops of armoured trains, ie the threat of re-
treating soldiers looting and kidnapping local females. In
addition, armored trains had to provide security, against
local armed groups, for retreating high-echelon Russian
personnel to Azerbaijani territory. What was important
was that as soon as the Russians retreated, the Ottoman’s
military units steadily pushed forward. The garrisons in
Kutaisi and Telavi were also robbed. During this difficult
chaotic period, armoured trains were successfully op-
erating in certain places executing combat missions. In
relation to this period, the effective interventions of ar-
moured train troops in stopping the Ottoman army around
the river Choloki deserves mention. After the Brest-Litovsk
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Georgian Soldiers with “Lewis” machine-guns and “Mosin-Nagant” rifles.

truce and the ineffective Trabzon negotiation, the Turkish
moved in several directions toward Transcaucasia. On 1
(14) April, the Turkish 37" division, consisting of 7000
combatants along with the support of local units, con-
quered Batumi without any active resistance. The Turkish
imprisoned 3000 Georgian combatants that were protect-
ing Batumi, which it captured when chasing the retreating
units. Goguadze’s unit provided huge support in order to
extract those retreating units. Simultaneously, under Gen-
eral Giorgi Mazniashvili’'s command, Georgian soldiers,
the National Guard and other volunteers, were preparing
defensive positions near the river Choloki.

According to Volodia Goguadze’s memoirs, at that
time Noe Zhordania, Irakli Tsereteli and Vlasa Mgeladze,
armed with carbines, requested to join his unit.

Prior to the battle with the Ottomans, General Maz- 29
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niashvili made an attack with an armoured train, because
there was a rail track which went directly into the wood.
On the dawn of 8 (21) April, “Javshnosani”(the troops of
an armored train) were prepared for battle. Goguadze
gave a speech to the combatants:

“Let us raise the colour, wave it uncovered,

Let us move to the battle field, and fire the bombs,
Let us raise the colour, let us move it into the enemy
Who loves the motherland goes to the battle field.”

In the morning, Ne4 armored train engaged battle and
breached enemy lines. The enemy thought that the Geor-
gian units had given up and approached the train, and
the train’s crew fired from machine guns and rifles. Many
Turskish askara (soldiers) were slain there. After a certain
period of time, the enemy finally derailed the first wagon
from the railway. Three Georgians died and 25 combat-
ants were injured. But the injured combatants continued
with uninterrupted machine gun fire, bringing the enemy
forces close to defeat. Then, jointly with the support of
Georgian infantry who had left the trenches in order to
join the battle, the decisive offence was executed, which
concluded in the defeat of the enemy. The field between
the rivers Choloki and Ochkhamuri was full of the dead
bodies of Turkish askara. This victory caused reflection.
And after the shameful loss of Batumi, Georgian faith in
their own combat capabilities was given a boost. The
troops of three armored trains made a big contribution in
the battle to stop the Ottomans in the vicinity of Borchalo
Mazra, after which more than 100 Turkish soldiers were
captured.

During the Georgian-Armenian War in 1918, the
troops of armoured trains made the most significant con-
tributions of the Georgian armed forces on all stages of
war. At the second half of October, when the situation
was escalated, two armoured trains cleand the bridges of
Colageran and Debeda-chai without fight on 20 October
and invaded Kober station. On 25-27 October they played
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The combatants of armoured train in the
background of the armored train ,Republic”.

In the upper part of the picture the troops
commander Volodia Goguadze is standing with
binoculars. According to the Georgian army
structure, each armoured train was equipped
with two mountain cannons and twelve machine
guns, however according to archive documents
(records) Georgia intensified efforts and installed
from 3 up to 4 cannons and from 12 up to 25
machine guns
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a key role in deafiting the enemy and invading the viliages
Korinji and Tsateri. If we rely on the information given
in the cipher, sent by Valodia Goguadze to the Military
Minister and Guard headquarters, using the Javshnosnebi
in this battle was of such a great importance and was fol-
lowed by such psychological effect that after the battle the
Armenian subunits were entreating not to bring the Javsh-
nosnebi on the battlefield again. On the second stage of
the hostilities that was resumed in December, Armenian
unites showed a flair for battle tactics with the Javshnos-
nebi and their subversive detachments damaged railway
tracks, bridges, rolled downhill the rubbles in Sanaini val-
ley and blocked the roads; shelled from the heights. In
the first half of December, after Sanaiani-Alaverdi battles,
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Georgian side lost three armoured trains. Small Georgian
unites were not able to defend the railway on this stage of
the war and the Armenian subversive detachments acted
freely. That's why one of the Javshnosani was seiged in
Sanaini and the Georgians exploded the armoured train
#1 themselves. Before the explosion they resisted the Ar-
menian unites and assisted the retreat of the Georgian
unites. The same happened to the armoured trains #2
and #3. One of them was damaged because of transition
from the rails. But after the ammunition ran out, they had
to leave these Javshnosnebi as well. Fighters of the left
Javshnosnebi continued their way on foot towards Ayrum,
where they were rescued by the armoured train #4 leaded
by Alphes Goguadze and taken to the station Sadakhlo
on 17 December. Aftarwards the only left Georgian ar-
moured train fought successfully in the battles waged for
Sadakhlo, Patara Shulaveri and Ashaga-Seral. After the
war was finished Georgians received the new Javshno-
sani in 1919. In 1920 their number increased up to three
and for the February 1921 the fourth armoued train stood
ready as well. In the beginning of the conflict, they were
deployed in order to repel the enemy and to rescue Geor-
gian mobile units from siege. During this time, two ar-
moured trains derailed and it was impossible to fix them.
The Georgians decided to abandon one and the other was
exploded.

When the Georgian Army launched a counterattack,
the Javshnosnebi were effectively deployed in an offen-
sive operation. After the war, Valodia Goguadze and most
of the Javshnosnebi were awarded with orders, a higher
honour than medals.

The final experience that armoured train troops of
the Georgian Democratic Republic faced was the Rus-
sian-Georgian war in 1921. Prior to the war, the Russian
intelligence services continuously submitted secret reports
about the location and direction of Georgian armored
trains. For war with Georgia, Russia mobilized five armored
trains (Ne5; Ne7 Stenka Razin, Ne 61: Ne77; Ne94). It is signifi-
cant that the armored train Ne7, Stenka Razinwas under the
command of the ethnic Georgian Khmaladze. Russian ar-
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mored trains were equipped with modern technology, par-
ticularly high calibre long range anti aircraft artillery. At the
outbreak of war on 16 February, Georgians deconstructed
the Poilo railway bridge in order to disrupt the approach of
Russian armored trains heading for Georgia. However the
first duel of Russian and Georgian armored trains occurred
that day. The Russian train Ne94, located at the exploded
Poilo bridge, started firing long range artillery at the Geor-
gian armored train, located in Saloghlishi station, which
simultaneously proceeded to attack Russian infantry. The
Georgian armored train had to retreat. On the night of 18
or 19 February, in order to protect the central line of de-
fense of Thilisi, the Georgian armored train made a major
contribution to what was a final victory. The unit disrupted
the enemy’s ability to conquer Soghanluli station. After re-
pelling the attack, the Georgians launched a counterattack
and captured more than 1000 soldiers of the Red Army.

Georgian armoured train played a special role to repel
an attack of the enemy in Vaziani battle on 21 February.
Gymnasium pupil Givi Ghambashidze, who volunteered
for the army and fought in Tbilisi defense central sector,
watched the Vaziani battle form the height of river Mtk-
vari right bank and as soon as the war was finished wrote
down in his diary: Our armoured train worked excellent-
ly. It was located behind the hill to hide from the gre-
nades. Like a snake it came out from its shelter and head-
ed towards Kakheti with high speed. It entered the enemy
rear so far that only the smoke was noticed. At this time
terrible voice of shooting was heared. Our Javshnosani
was shooting the enemy in the rear and the enemy was
shooting furiously the railway and was tring to destroy it,
but in vain... I have to admit that the armoured train did
most of the work.

Meanwhile, the bridge in Poilo was repaired and
four more Russian armored trains engaged in battle on
24 February. On that day, prior to retreating from Thilisi,
one armored train from Goduadze’s unit, under the com-
mand of Shanidze, released Avchala railway station from
Russian cavalry control. After retreating from Tbilisi, the
Georgians damaged railway bridges in order to diminish
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the risk of an engagement between Russian and Georgian
armoured trains. On 2 March, the abandoned Georgian
armoured train, Republican probably derailed, fell into
Russian hands. On 5 March, the Russians repaired this
train and renamed it Soviet Republic of Georgia.

Despite the setback near Thilisi, being defeated in the
Battle of Osiauri, and the failure of Kutaisi, the troops of
the Georgian armored trains never stopped fighting. On
11 March, the armoured train Ne4, Strength Of Liberty,
under the command of Alfes Goguadze, breached the
station at Kutaisi and defeated more than a company of
enemy troops, and evacuated all the property which had
been abandoned by the government in Kutaisi.

The Supreme General Kvinitadze expressed grateful
appreciation to each member of train crew in the follow-
ing words: The adamantine will of each member of the
train crew, their responsibility towards the motherland
that everyone of us should undertake. | would like to ex-
press my great gratitude of appreciation to Alfes Gogua-
dze and the members of armoured train N°4. | want to take
the opportunity to highlight and underfine the contribu-
tion of each armoured train under the command of Vlad-
imer Gogvadze in these difficult circumstances of war. It
is the relentless work of the commander that | mentioned
before’ .

Troops crew didn’t adamant and on March 16, when
the war outcome was already 100% predicted, Valodia
Goguadze, located in Nigoeti, sent a dispatch to the chair-
man of the government, Noe Zhordania, with the following
content :” On behalf of the troops of the armoured train,
| greet you. The troops make an oath in front of you and
swear to fight in order to protect the motherland until the
last drop of our blood (until death)”. Later, the war was
over, and the troops of the armoured train of the Democrat-
ic Republic of Georgia were enlisted into the ranks of the
Red Army of ,Independent” Georgian Soviet Republic ( an
independence existing only on paper).

Companies of the armoured cars were enlisted in the
Regular Army and Guard of the Republic. According to
the archival documents we know 7 armoured cars and
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The chairmen of the Georgian government Noe Zhordania and the actual head of the
People’s Guard Valiko Dzugeli accompanied by a member of the National (People’s)
Guard in the background of an armoured vehicle.
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their symbolic names: People’s Gurdsman, Proletarian,
International, Peasant Homeland, Georgia and Struggle.
From the abovementioned armoured cars one — ,Prole-
tarian”, equipped with cannon and machine-gun repre-
sented the heavy armoured Garford] produced in Russia;
five of them — second and third series of Austin, produced
in Britain; an one — Sakartvelo makeshift armoured Na-
pier armoured car. Crew of the heavy Javshnosani Gar-
ford, created on the British bodywork in 1915, enlisted
8-9 persons, the combat weight reached 8.6 ton. The ar-
moured was armed with three 7.6 mm caliber Maxim ma-
chine-gun and 1910 model year 76.2 mm caliber cannon.
Cannon fire set consisted 44 shells, machine-gun — 5000
cartridges. The car was armoured with 6.5 mm barbettes.
The four-cylinder engine capacity reached 30 horsepowe,
in case of full load speed amounted to 18 km/h, while the
car moved back the speed fell to 3 km/h, Autonomus driv-
ing distance reached 120 km. The crew of the second and
the third series Austin consisted of 5 members, fighting
mass amounted to 5.3 tons, and the armor thickness — 5-8
mm. Two 7.62mm caliber Maxim machine gun stood on
two combat towers in the second series armament, while
8 mm caliber Hotchkiss machine-gun — on third series A
Ustin combat towers; Combat set consisted of 6000 car-
tridges; Both series had four-cylinder 50 horspower ca-
pacity engines; speed — 60 km/h; autonomous driving dis-
tance reached 200 km. Armed forces of the First Republic
used combat vehicles in all battles —in 1918-1919 on the
fronts of Abkhazia and Sochi, firstly against the Bolshe-
viks and then the forces of Denikin; in February-March
1919 on Akhaltsikhe front against the insurrection of Serv-
er-beg Atabag and in the Russian-Georgian war in Febru-
ary-March 1921.

At the beginning of the 1921 war two armoured cars
were located on the direction of Vorontsovka-Jalaloghli;
returning back this column was besieged at Sandar on 16
February and while breaking the siege they had to leave the
Javshnosnebi. 11" Red Army used the Javshnosnebi, par-
ticularly on 16 February in the war held against Georgia,
from the side of the Red Bridge Russians draw in the for-
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The motorcycle-machine gun team (company) of the National (People’s) Guard.
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mation of #55 armoured cars. The armoured cars assisted
Gori Guard Battalion in Soghanlughi battle during the first
attack of the enemy near Thilisi on the night of 18-19 Feb-
ruary. Afterwards they cleaned the railway and the near-
by territory from the enemy together. On 20 February in
Kojor-Tabakhmela sector Georgian troops took control of
the enemy’s small armoured car. On 24 February in Thili-
si defense left sector one armoured car tried to attack the
enemy’s tanks, but the fire opened by the tanks made it to
retreat. After leaving Tbilisi, while retreating from Mtskheta
to Gori, Georgian troops exploded some of the Javshnos-
nebi and left them on their way, in case the enemy would
try to possess it. According to the data of the Russian side
Georgian Army used two armoured cars on the front of
Abkhazia against the 31t rifle division of the Russian 9th
Army. On the front of Abkhazia the unit of #48 armoured
cars opposed the Georgian Army. After their defeat in the
war, Commander-in-chief Giorgi Kvinitadze positively ap-
praised the operation of the armoured cars and noted that
they not only contributed the defense, but frequently they
performed reconnaissance missions.

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic of
Georgia had armoured cars that were equipped with ap-
proximately 1000 machineguns and the most modern and
Jforbidden fruit” two battle tank of that time. The modern
and formidable battle car-tank was first used in combat
by the British Army in 1916 during the Battle of the Som-
me, Western Front, WWI. It shocked the German soldiers,
who imagined actual devils directed at their positions.
However, in that period, tanks usually caused a more psy-
chological affect, because of their mobility, weak engine
ability and other issues.

Four years after the first deployment of the tank, the
same modern technology reached the Georgian armed
forces. The interesting point is how did tanks become in-
tegrated into the Georgian Army? It is a fact that during the
Civil War in Russia, the British supplied the White Army
with multiple types of weapons and tanks. In the beginning
of 1920, White troops under the command of General An-
ton Denikin, were defeated by Bolshevik troops in North-
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The armoured cars of the Georgian Army took part in a parade on Golovin (present-day

Rustaveli) Avenue. Heavy armoured Garford is moving forward armed with a canon
and three machine-guns. It is followed by armored car Austin, armed with two
machine-guns.

ern Caucasia. The defeated generals of the Northern troops
of the White Guard, Ivan Erdelis and Daniel Drachenko, re-
quested approval for evacuation through territory under the
control of the Georgian military. The Georgians approved
and disarmed 10,000 volunteers and let them into Georgian
territory. As a result of the disarming, Georgia acquired the
tanks. The Georgian Guard conducted the evacuation and
disarming operation and owned the tanks. The Georgian
Guard, through the reorganization of the Armoured Vehi-
cle Company, established the Armoured Wheeled Tank
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The motorcycle of motorcycle-machine gun Lewis team (company) of the National

(People’s) Guard on railway echelone.

Division, and designated Officer Orzhonikidze as head of
the division. According to archive material, several more
tank officers are known: on 30 July, Officer Sergo Gelas-
hili was designated tank commander; later other officers,
Ivane Maisuradze and Anatoli Imnadze, were designated
secondary leaders. The tanks, which were confiscated from
volunteers, were damaged; they managed to reach Darial
Gorge, Gveleti Bridge from Vladikavkaz and then stopped.
Therefore, together with the rough road, there were some
difficulties in transporting them from Kazbegi to Thilisi. On
29 April, the General Staff of the Guard tasked the engineer
Korinteli to make a construction in order to transport the
tanks from Kazbegi. It took a couple of months to bring the
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After the invasion and occupation of Georgia, the Russians transported two damaged tanks
from Thilisi railway station: British tank AMark V; first model of which was constructed in
January 1918. The technical and tactical characteristics of the tank ; AMa/e weight -29.47 ton,
Female weight — 28.47, updated model of composition — 28.5; Male armament — two 57mm
cannons and four 7.7 mm machine guns; Fermale armaments —six 7.7 mm machine guns;
composition model — one 57 mm cannon and five 7.7 mm machine guns. Engine Ricardo—
six cylinder 150hp. Transmission — mechanic, maximum speed — 7.5km/h, operational range
- 72km.

tanks to Thilisi. Upon arrival in Thilisi, the tanks provoked a
huge interest from the armed forces. For example, in 1921,
prior to war with Soviet Russia, the First Infantry Brigade
Commander Chiliarch requested the approval of Guard
Staff in order to conduct familiarization of the modern
combat vehicles (tanks) for military personnel. Despite the
interest and desire, the tanks were unable to be fixed. At the
beginning of November 1920, Guard General Staff created
a special commission that consisted of: Farkosadze, Par- 49
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niev, Chiabrishvili and Jibladze. They focused on and took
appropriate steps in order to fix and enroll the tanks into the
ranks promptly. Additionally this was funded with 300,000
Maneti (Georgian currency in 1920). Despite the attempt to
fix them, the Republic of Georgia had already lost its inde-
pendence, so the attempt remained uncompleted. On the
other hand, the Russian armored tank unit of the 11" Red
Army was equipped with four British tanks of model ,Mark
V. On February 24, three of those tanks participated in the
Battle of Thilisi. The Russians discovered the Georgian
tanks in Thilisi Railway Workshop and transported them to
Moscow. On 20 March 1921, prior to the Georgian tank
transportation to Moscow, the commander of the armored
forces of the 11 Red Army submitted a letter to the Com-
missar of the military-navy forces of the Soviet Republic of
Georgia, that the recovery of heavy technology (tanks) was
possible only in the capital’s factory, and based on that he
required approval to transport the tank to Moscow, and that
it would represent a ,gift” from the Georgian government
to Russia.

51



bﬁﬂbBﬂb

52

badomzggmmb  3oMzgmn  Mgbdmdmonzol  dgosme-
0adge  domgdlb  30335L00b  BMMBEBEL  Lasgoszom
89460300056 3933300Mgmdoc  Medwgbndy  Smgmn
BMbgmo, dM0Gsbamo s GHbaymo Bomdmgdals
LaggMgbon 835MoG0 MBS, MzomMIBM0baggdo dao-
DMOEIE  ,BOM3ob-7,  ,8350M356-16%, ,,ImMS6-3o6o-
Lo, ,395bg60%, ,mgdg 12%, gMhondmsg0sbo ©s
m@dM530060 ,3mEOMB0" s ,603mM-21-0b% Bodal
oym. gb d9Mmm3mabgdo 339 Ldgdome dmdggmagde-
M0 04m, M30a56 300 Bsboemn 86 3oMgge dbmgmom
m3s8g v0am, o6 30Mzggmn dbmgmom ™ol Labyal
Brmgddo.  30008536065398L 3gmbrs dmdggemgdeemo
»30m30bY, ,OmMBabs® s ,Lambmbol® B0dob dMsogg-
30, HmIgmms LogMgbmbbm MabnMLo Gog&mdMozsw
sdmb@emn nym. o3 dggmo bagmgbo s3sMs@gdals
dgdbggoty  6M0@obgmds  IRMmnbsgds, Mmdgmbacy
Joonggmds 3mmgaqdds Jomorymo mzgomdyMmabsgom
355369bs dgbmagadgl, 3@ 3oy omo aobssbas: ,3g
s obgomn adoMo 356, MHMI mgdzgbn 335M5Egdom
3533M0bogm*.

dmdggmgdmmo s 3odsmmagn  LagMgbo 3s-
58900, boggmomagdal, Dmdobs ©s  sgBmeEmman-
mdolb dbMog  s9MmEMH™MIol (30 dpgmdstgmds,
sbggg dmg dgdombzggzeda IgMnbagms ged3me(3gemm-
ds bdom Losgoszom 30@bGMmMezgdlb nbzggws. 1918
Bgmb 8Mgbabsl s30M0 asobozes 18-85 535M5@3o,
MIgmmogob 4 domosbsw godmgows 36ymdMnwab;
1919 bgemb dmbes 32 s306M00 ©d 6 sgMm3msbo 3g-
0o 5oanbgb, 1920 Bemal 056360056 b8 gddmsd-
©9 30 29 basgoszom 393mbgggob d98wga 7 LagMagbo
335M5@)0 390oM 5aa0baL. Lasgnsznm dgdmbzgzgdl
90Lb39M3mbgb dRMabsoggdo: Lasgoszom sbgmmol dg-
0ol Imzomgmdal  Mmgdoo  dgabeemgdgemo,



Jomggmn 3gMnbaggdo sgfm3mabols mbdy.
bogdsmmggmmb 3o@mmadgb@ol gMmmabmmo dodmommgzalb gm@m

Georgian pilots in the background of aircraft.
Photo of the National Parliamentary library of Georgia.

Aviation / Air Force

The armed forces of the First Democratic Republic of
Georgia inherited from Caucasian Air Vehicles aircraft
manufactured by the following countries : France, Britain,
and Russia. These were old types of single engine aircraft:
Farman 7, Farman 16, Morane Parasol, Voisin, Lebed 12
and double engine aircraft: Caudron and Nieuport. They
were old types of aircraft because some of them had been
constructed prior to or at the beginning of World War 53
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One. The aircraft were constructed with the following old
types of engine: Gnome, Ron and Sa/mson. The engines
were not only old and weak, but they also consumed ex-
cessive fuel when in operation and it was not possible
to fly them after training with only limited flying hours.
When a British pilot faced these age-worn aircraft, with
Georgian pilots who offered him a test flight of Georgian
aircraft, he refused and said to his Georgian colleagues: /
am not such a hero that | can fly your aircraft.

The age-worn and defective aircraft, and the poor
conditions, leveling, size and location of the airdrome,
as well as the inexperience of pilots routinely caused the
aircraft to crash. In 1918, there occurred an accident of 18
aircraft during flight and 4 of them crashed. In 1919, there
occurred 32 air accidents, and the conditions of 6 aircraft
were found to be unfixable. In 1920, between January
and September, there were 29 air accidents, and 7 aircraft
remained unable to be repaired. The casualties of these
air accidents were the following Georgian pilots: aircraft
company acting officer Major Nikoloz Makashvili, Lieu-
tenant Prokle Kiltava, Second Lieutenant (podporuchik)
Grigol Malashkhia. As a result of these problems, and
in order to make progress and acquire new aircraft dis-
cussions took place. In 1919-1920, the expenses of the
Ministry of Armed Forces from the government budget
were funded with 10,979,640 Maneti, in order to execute
a technical overhaul of the Navy and to acquire modern
aircraft.

While discussions to acquire modern aircraft were
taking place among Georgian politicians and military per-
sonnel, the legendary ,Sopwith Camel” four aircraft (man-
ufactured in Britain) retreated from the Russian Civil War,
as the story of Georgia goes they were discovered in the
sky. At the beginning of 1920, after the Bolshevik occu-
pation of Northern Caucasia, the pilots of the 6" Aviation
Troops of the White Guard of the Army of Volunteers, re-
treated and landed in Thilisi in March, which saved them.
The modern aircraft fighter was enrolled into the Georgian
air forces. According to two existing pictures of reenlisted
Georgian Flying Camels, we can conclude that F-1 model
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(http://siberia-miniatures.ru/forum/showthread.php?fid=12&tid=165&block=30)

The White Guard, retreating from Russian Bolsheviks, had transfered four units of the
British Sopwith-Camel F1 airplane to the Georgian Army. The aircraft crash during a
training flight is shown, an air accident which caused the death of the acting officer of
the aircraft company Major on the photo Nikoloz Makashvili).

(http://siberia-miniatures.ru/forum/showthread.php?fid=12&tid=165&block=30)

Sopwith Camel/ aircraft were successfully enrolled into the
Georgian air forces.

At the end of 1916, the first prototype of British air-
craft fighter was operational in the sky. And in the first half
of 1917, the aircraft was massively deployed and adopted
by the military. The aircraft had advantages and disadvan-
tages. During World War One, the 1294 unit of enemy’s
aircraft were dropped by Camel/, it had the highest indica-
tor among the aircraft. The Came/ incomparably proved
to be the best in maneuverability and speed performance
at 4000 metres of altitude, however because of the inex-
perience of the pilots and difficulties with operating the 57
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aircraft, it caused the deaths of 385 pilots in non-combat
environments during World War One, while in combat
environments 415 pilots were killed. The operating diffi-
culties of the aircraft related to asymmetrical maneuver-
ability, in fact the execution of the aerobatic maneuver
known as a barrel roll on the left side, where the execu-
tion of a left-had turn was faster than a right-hand, and at
low speeds the aircraft usually went into a tailspin. During
World War One, the famous American Ace pilot Elliott
Springs said that he never wished to operate the Came/
aircraft. The tactical and technical characteristics of the
aircraft were as follows: single-seated; engine — Clerget,
Bentley, Le Rhone multiple types 110-170 hp; aircraft pro-
portion — 8.5x5,7x2.6; empty weight — 403-475 kg; load-
ed weight — 645-711kg; maximum speed —168-182 km/h;
flight altitude — 5480-6550 m; flight endurance — 2.5 h;
armaments — two paired 7.7 mm Vickers machine gun
and 4x18 bombs. ritish Camels accorded their tradition
in employment of Georgian Army and in 1920, on August
11", the Aircraft company acting officer Major Nikoloz
Makashvili in Air accident. In order to test the engine, Ma-
jor Makishvili took off from the airdrome. During an aero-
batic manoeuvre he crashed from a 25 metre altitude. The
front side of aircraft hit the ground, both legs and the chest
of the pilot were broken. He died unconscious five min-
utes after the crash. The government of Georgia supported
the Makashvili burial ceremony with 100,000 Maneti. On
14 August, the military pilot was buried in accordance
with military traditions in Didube Cemetery. The accident
was investigated by a special commission with Captain
Sekhniev in charge. In the opinion of the commission, be-
cause two more aircraft were in the air and several more
engines were in running mode, it was impossible to de-
tect the engine noise of the crashed aircraft and therefore
to identify the proper cause of the accident. The engine
could have cut out by itself, or as a result of pilot error.
In conclusion, it stated that prior to the accident the air-
craft was manoeuvering towards the left-hand, and the
,Sopwith” asymmetry of the left-hand manoeuvre was in-
dicated, especially when the engine was in poor running
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Georgian and Italian pilots in backround of Italian aircraft SVA-10 of Ansaldo. In summer
1920, 10 units of the aircraft were purchased in Italy by the Georgian government

(http://ic.pics livejournal.com/vikond65/53941713/54262/54262_900.jpg).

condition, and along with the lack of altitude the pilot was
unable to level off, causing him to hit the ground.

As it seemed impossible to recover the aircraft in Jan-
uary 1921 the Ministry of Armed Forces submitted a proj-
ect to the government in order to create a new position.
In accordance with new project, air force troops should
consist of two divisions, and each division would have
two ,Sopwith Camel” aircraft.

In August 1920, one more pilot Lieutenant Kiltava,
died in an air accident. At 6 am on 28 August his aircraft
crashed from a 20 metre altitude. The pilot did not die at
the crash scene, he died later that evening at 7 pm in hos-
pital. The type of crashed aircraft was , Morane Parasol”.
After the death of pilot Kiltava another commission was 61
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Ansaldo SVA-10 — Georgian and Italian pilots in backround of Italian aircraft SVA-10 of
Ansaldo. The technical and tactical characteristics of the aircraft: Crew — 2 pax; engine

— [ssota-Fraschini, power — 250 h/p, aircraft proportion — 9.1X8,1X2.9; empty weight —
730 kg; loaded weight — 1065 kg; maximum speed — 200-220 knv/h; flight operational
altitude — 6000 meter; flight endurance — 5.4; flight range -600 km; armament — 1-3 units
of machine gun
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convened under the command of General Arjevanidze,
which consisted of military pilots and two representatives
of the General Staff of the Guard. The commission also re-
investigated Major Makashvili’s accident. In conclusion,
it was stated that both accidents were caused by pilot er-
ror. The conclusion was based on fact that prior to the
flights, the engines of both aircraft were running without
interruption.
In March 1920, the Commander of the Air Force Col-
onel Mikheil Machavariani, accompanied by an Italian ci- 63
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vilian mission, arrived in Italy, with Senator Ettore Kontee,
who previously was on an official visit in Thilisi.

Previously, the Italian mission, consisting of famous
pilots, visited Georgia, where, during conversation,
Machavariani clarified that it was possible to acquire the
aircraft at a reasonable price. In accordance with the im-
portance of the topic, Machavariani submitted a report
to the Ministry of Armed Forces and requested to depart
for Italy. His request was approved and the next day (on
13 March) Machavariani departed for Italy in the com-
pany of the Kontee mission. Meanwhile, Machavariani
received a letter from Senator Kontee, that assisted him
to get access to the aircraft factory in order to observe
and select the aircraft. Simultaneously, during the obser-
vation of the aircraft factory and the selection of aircraft,
Machavariani established coordination with the Georgian
delegation that attended the Peace Corps conference in
France. On 4 June, being in France, Machavariani submit-
ted a report and many facts, saying that the most attractive
option was to acquire the ltalian aircraft. He explained
that the French aircraft was not so valuable and the British
aircraft, with a similar technical mode to the Italian, cost
three times more. He said that he had already found and
selected the aircraft in Ansaldo’s factory. It was planned to
buy 9-10 aircraft. A company undertook the responsibil-
ity of aircraft transportation to Thilisi. However, an issue
was created by the Italian company of transportation that
provided the transportation of the aircraft. The transpor-
tation proceeded with slow steps and at the end of June,
a hopeless and desperate Machavariani reported to the
delegation in France that nothing had yet been done, that
the company did not warranty the transportation of pur-
chased products to Georgia. He asked the delegation to
mediate with the French government in order to acquire
French aircraft.

The pessimism of Machavariani failed and on 4 July,
Georgia signed the contract with Ansaldo’s factory. Ac-
cording the contract, Georgia would acquire from Ansal-
do’s factory 10 SVA type units of the two-seater aircraft
JIssota-Fraschini”, with 250hp engine and photographic
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equipment but without armaments. Along with the air-
craft, two sets of spare parts were included. The total
price of the purchased products was 690,000 lItalian lira,
of which the Georgian side had to pay 50% upon taking
possession, 40% after the transportation into Marcel Port,
and the remaining 10% after the arrival of the aircraft in
Thilisi. The company undertook to send, at their expense,
pilots and engine-mechanics for a two week period, in or-
der to assemble the aircraft and execute test flights. How-
ever, after the signing of contract the problem continued to
exist. The problem was transportation. Because of protests
by Italian workers, direct transportation from Italy by ship
became impossible. It was decided to wrap the aircraft
into boxes and send them by ground to Marcel Port in
France. This process was led by the Italian transportation
company Mangel. After transporting the cargo to the Mar-
cel Port, it passed the accomplishment of transportation
to the company Natural, which tried to extend the pro-
cess on commercial grounds. Meanwhile, the purchased
aircraft were stranded in Marcel Port on a barge covered
with paper, unfavorable conditions that might damage the
aircraft. The situation was so bad that Colonel Machavar-
iani suffered a nervous breakdown, and nearly died in the
clinic in Marcel Port. He had to spend almost one month
in the hospital. Machavariani’s responsibility was taken
up by Sosipatre Asatiani, who was sent by the Georgian
delegation from France and successfully completed the
task. At the end of August the aircraft finally was transport-
ed to Georgia. In that period the SVA 10 type of aircraft
represented the most modern technology. In 1918 the An-
saldo factory started production of a surveillance-bomber
aircraft, and at the end of World War One the aircraft was
deployed in surveillance, bombing and the distribution of
proclamations in the cities of Austria.

In 1920, six modified SVA aircraft participated in the
famous flight from Tokyo to Rome. The technical and
tactical characteristics of SVA10 were as follows: Crew-
2 pax; Engine /ssota-Fraschini, engine-220-250 hp; air-
craft proportion — 9.1X8.1X2.9; empty weight — 730 kg;
loaded weight — 1065 kg; maximum speed — 200-220
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km/h, flight altitude — 6000 m; flight endurance — 5,4 h;
flight range — 600 km; armament —1-3 machine guns and
90 kg bomb.

The Ansaldo aircraft that was purchased by the Geor-
gian Army, as described above, was equipped with the
engine — /ssota-Franschini 220-250 hp, however it could
be used for surveillance only, because it was acquired
without armaments. Georgian aviators installed old ma-
chine guns on the ltalian aircraft, and with the assistance
of the Italian instructors the Georgian pilots were able to
master the new technology in less than one month.

The biggest issue that Georgian air forces faced
during its existence and actually prior to war in 1921
was lack of grease-lubricate liquids. Prior to and after
the war, it was underlined by Generals Ilia Odishelidze,
Giorgi Kvinitadze, Giorgi Mazniashvili, and Colonel Ro-
man Mkurnali, who blamed the government of money
wasting. After the war, they reported that the government
did nothing to solve the problem. The lack of grease-lu-
bricate liquids was also mentioned by the Russian mil-
itary attaché in the classified documentation about the
Georgian armed forces.

Despite the Generals accusation, the Georgian gov-
ernment cannot be blamed for total inactivity. On 16
December 1920, the Military Committee of the Republic
tasked the Minister of Armed Forces to acquire aviation
fuel for the needs of the engineer-technical forces. On
4 January 1921, the Military Committee, in order to buy
aircraft spare parts, provided 148 million Maneti. On 8
February 1921, the Ministry of Armed Forces, with the
assistance of the French mission, acquired 22 tanks of avi-
ation fuel and ordered that this fuel be transfered to local
engineers.

In 1921, during the war with Russia, on 19 Febru-
ary, the Georgian air forces executed a successful combat
flight, such that, according the historical records of Soviet
Russia, two Georgian aircraft bombed enemy (Russian)
forces.

According to the memoirs of General Giorgi Kvinit-
adze, the command fired artillery on the enemy’s retreat-
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ing forces, then sent the aircraft in order to bomb the re-
maining enemy’s unit.

In February-March 1921, the head of the armoured
troops, Commander Zun of the 11" Red Army, reported
on the activities of Georgian air forces. He wrote that on
24 February an armoured train of Russian troops was at-
tacked by four Georgian aircraft with approximately 30
bombs. Only one bomb hit the railway, and the Russian
armored train fired back, and one of the aircraft began
losing altitude and dropped down, and the other three air-
craft flew away in the direction of Thilisi.

General Giorgi Kvinitadze wrote in memoirs an as-
sessment of the benefit of the activities of Georgian air
forces and pilots during the war with Russia. He under-
lined that no one could have performed better in the ex-
isting environment, that pilots continuously volunteered
for tasks, and the provided intelligence did a great job
for command. Air forces uninterruptedly attacked the en-
emy’s positions and pilots devotedly accomplished their
duty, and despite the fact that some aircraft were lost, no
casualties were caused. A good example was when the
pilot Stroev's aircraft engine failed, he landed the aircraft
on a field between the Georgian and Russian positions,
started the engine and continued the engagement.
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Minister of Foreign affairs of Democratic Republic
of Georgia Akaki Chkhenkeli together with Georgian
Soldiers on a small landing craft

Navy/Fleet

Georgia had a symbolic Navy, that was structured on the
regular army of the coast guard (board composition). The
Navy consisted of destroyer boats: Small Kakhi, Tariel,
Pridon, Avitandil and several barges and training ships.
that symbolically were chosen Georgian names: Smal/
Kakhi, Tarfel, Pridon, Avtandjl. One machine-gun and
one 47 mm cannon were located on these small boats.
Each of them had a displacement of 14.5 tons. Its length
was 18.29 m, width — 3.05 m, draught — 0.76 m. The
boat had three engines with 150 horsepower capacity;
speed — 24.6-26.6 knots. It was not under the subordina- 73
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French armored cruiser Valdek-Ruso that was
bombing the positions of the 9th Army of the Soviet
Russia from the Sea on Abkhazia front in Fabruary-

March of 1921. Cruiser was armed with 14
cannons (194 mm), 20 unites of 65 caliber cannon,
2 torpedo units (450 mm). Cruiser displacement

- 13995 tons, length 158.9m, width - 21.51Tm,
drought - 8.41m, total power of engines 37 000
horsepower, speed - 23 knots.
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tion of the Military Ministry, but the republic also owned
several transport ships that were used for the needs of the
armed forces periodically. Cruiser was equipped with 14
units of 194 mm cannon, 20 unites of 65 mm Klaibri ma-
chine-gun, two 450 mm Torpedo devices. Cruiser had a
displacement of 13 995 tons; length — 158.9 m; width —
21.51 m; draught — 8.4 m. The total capacity of the en-
gines amounted to 37 000 horsepower, speed — 23 knots.
The important point is that during the Russian-Georgian
War in 1921 the Black Sea Georgian aquatorium was un-
der the control of the French Navy Cruiser Waldeck-Rous-
seau. The French fleet, despite the control of Black sea
aquatorium, supported Georgian troops in Abkhazia with
artillery fire from sea level and bombed the 31¢ division of
the 9" Red Army of Soviet Russia. 75
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